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properly regulated the people would be saved from untold suffering. If
the growth of population could be checked, this would allow the stand-
ards of living to rise. Thus the wealth per capita as well as the total
national wealth would rise, to the benefit of other countries as well as
of China. The purchasing power of the country might increase so much
as to make a difference of scores of millions of dollars each year in the
trade of the United States alone. All this illustrates the close relation
between the progress or prosperity of a country and the magnitude of
the problems presented by its geographical environment.

How Irrigation Promotes Civilization. Irrigation is one of the
strongest agencies in promoting civilization. The earliest civilizations
grew up in Egypt, Mesopotamia, northern India, and China, where
irrigation has always been of the highest importance. Irrigation pro-
motes civilization in at least five distinct ways: (1) People who practice
irrigation cannot wander from place to place as do primitive savages.
They must stay in one home. Hence every improvement that they
make in their houses or fields is of permanent value and stimulates
them to do more.

(2)  Such people learn to have forethought, for otherwise their ditches
and dams will not be ready, and their crops will not grow.   They also
learn industry, for they cannot put orT their work.   If the water is led
onto the fields too late or allowed to remain too long there will be a poor
harvest.   Forethought and industry are at the base of all advances in
civilization.

(3)  Irrigation also promotes civilization by teaching people to live
in peace and submit to the will of the majority.   Suppose that a number
of farmers setde along a small stream in a new country.   In a dry year
those living farther upstream are tempted to take too much water,
thus insuring good crops for themselves, but ruining those of the people
farther downstream.   When such things happen quarrels arise at once*
In our own western states, when irrigation was first begun and before
laws had been framed, more than one fight with guns occurred for
just these reasons.   During his travels in Asia one of the authors of this
book once had an Afghan servant who had fled from his country because
he killed a man in a quarrel over irrigation.   Such conditions, however,
cannot continue.   People soon realize that, if anyone begins to tamper
with the water, all the rest run the risk of serious loss because their own
crops may be left dry.   Hence strict laws are passed, and public opinion
usually enforces them sternly.   When people learn to obey the law so
carefully in one respect, they tend also to obey in others.   Accordingly,
as a rule, few pkces are more peaceable and law-abiding than irrigation
communities even among people otherwise low in the scale of civilization.